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L    E    T     T    E 


T  O     T  H  E 


People  of  England. 


IN  all  Governments  conftituted  like  this  of  whicia 
you  have  the  good  Fortune  to  be  born  Members, 
where  the  Legiilative  Power  is  the  Peoples  Right, 
and  the  Executive  belongs  to  the  King,  indeed,  where- 
ever  it  is  of  the  mixed  Kind,  it  is  impolTible,  from  the 
changeable  Nature  of  all  human  Inftitutions,  but  the 
Balance  which  ought  to  be  preferved  between  the 
Prince  and  the  Subjeft  muft  be  deftroyed,  and  the  Scale 
preponderate  fometimes  on  one  fide,  and  iometimes 
on  the  other. 

However  upright  and  able  Men  may  be  in  planning 
a  Form  of  Government,  fuch  is  the  fiucluatinc^  State 
of  all  human  Things,  that  no  opulent  Nations  can 
long  proceed  in  the  right  Way,  without  frequently 
returning  to  the  firft  Principles  on  which  they  were 
eftablifhed. 

It  becomes,  therefore,  the  indifpenfible  Duty  of  e- 
very  Subje^l,  who  fees  the  Weight  increafmg  in  on^ 
Scale,  to  point  out  the  Evil  immediately,  lell  it  grow 
too  great  to  be  removed,  without  caufing  more  Strug- 
gle, 
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gle,  Tumult,  Bloodfhed,  and  Defolation,  than  even 
bad  Men  (one  would  imagine)  can  wilh  to  fee  in  their 
native  Land. 

Whoever  therefore  fliall  have  Fortitude  enough  to 

expofe  the  pernicious  Defigns  of  a  wicked  M r, 

and  his  more  profligate  Adherents,  notwithftanding 
their  Attempts  to  blaft  his  Endeavours  with  the  poi» 
Ibnous  Appellation  of  Faflion,  or  even  of  Jacobitifm, 
muft  ever  be  efteemed,  by  all  good  Men,  as  the  Lover 
of  his  Country,  and  Friend  to  Mankind. 

Defpotifm  on  one  Hand,  and  Anarchy  on  the  other, 
are  the  Confequences  to  be  dreaded  from  a  King's  or 
Peoples  Power  increafed  beyond  the  due  Proportion  ; 
one  half  of  either  Side  of  that  vaft  and  folid  Arch  which 
fuftains  a  whole  Nation,  beii>g  weakned  by  undermin- 
ing, the  Whole  which  it  fupported,  without  fuddcn 
help,  tumbles  into  everlaftingRuin. 

If  the  defpotic  Incliniitions  of  Charles  I.  were  gri^^ 
vous  to  Men  who  were  born  the  lawful  Heirs  of  Liber- 
ty, was  the  Anarchy  that  fucceeded  lefs  terrible  ? 

Both  Extremes  then  being  proved  by  the  Hiftories 
of  thofe  Times  to  be  alike  fatal  to  the  King  and  Sub- 
jeft,  all  poflTible  Care  lliould  be  taken  to  prevent  fuch 
Evils  ;  and  early  too,  before  the  heated  Ambition  of 
a  few  Men  Ihall  dare  to  plunge  the  Nation  into  the 
Abyfs  of  Confufipn  and  Dlftrefs,  by  Attempts  to  fix 
themfelves  in  abfolute  Power. 

Notwithftanding  the  Revolution  may  be  juftly  de- 
nominated the  jEra  of  eftabliiliing  Englijh  Liberty  on  a 
rational  Plan  of  Government,  yet  the  Confequences 
of  Mens  Purfuit  of  Power  may  be  fuch,  that  the  E- 
quihbrium  which  was  then  fettled  may  be  loft,  and  the 
Scale  incline  too  much  on  one  fide ;  when  this  Ihall 
happen,  England^  to  preferve  its  Liberties,  Ihould  a- 
gain  attempt  to  vindicate  the  Advantages  of  her  happy 
Conftitution. 

Whoever  therefore  Ihall  dare  to  aflert  that  an  Efig- 
fijhnan  has  no  Right  to  oppofe  the  exorbitant  Power  of 
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a  Prince  upon  the  Throne,  is  an  Advocate  for  pafllve 
Obedience,  and  an  Enemy  to  the  Revolution. 

In  like  manner,  if  it  be  lawful  to  oppofe  the  defpo- 
tic  Defigns  of  a  Sovereign,  who  may  be  taking  gi- 
gantick  Strides  to  fubvert  the  Laws,  change  the  efta- 
blifhed  Religion,  and  fet  up  an  arbitrary  Power  on  its 
Ruins  ;  it  muft  be  jufl  to  refift  every  other  Part  of  our 
Conftitution,  which  may  invade  the  Rights  and  Privi- 
leges of  their  Fcllow-fubjects. 

The  Commons  o£  England  are  the  Reprefentatives 
of  the  People,  Five  hundred  Men  arc  intruded  with 
the  Liberties,  Properties,   and  Privileges  of  Millions. 

If  this  Number  elected  for  the  Public  Good,  inftead  of 
fupporting  the  Honour  and  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown, 
protecting  their  Conftituents,  and  the  People,  jfhall  at 
any  Time  be  rendering  the  Sovereign   dependent  on 

his  M r,  fleecing  the  Millions  to  enrich  the  Hun- 

<lreds,  and  betraying  their  Countrymen  to  iniquitous 
and  minifterial  Views,  can  the  People  of  this  Land, 
the  Millions,  the  Men  of  Property  and  Underftanding, 
flill  Lovers  of  their  Country,  be  condemned  for  op- 
pofmg  fuch  pernicious  Proceedings,  or  I,  your  Fellow- 
fubject,  for  knocking  at  your  Brealt,  and  awakening 
thofe  Hearts  within,  which  fleep  fupinely  inattentive 
jo  their  Country's  Danger  ? 

It  has  been  lately  propagated,  with  no  fmall  Induftry, 

that  the  P 1,  as  a  Legiflative  Body,  has  a  Right  to 

make  what  Laws  \t  pleafes  ;  and  that  our  Reprefenta- 
tives, once  elected,  are  accountable  to,  no  one  for  their 
Proceedings.  Nothing  can  be  a  more  fatal  Infinuation 
to  the  Ear  of  an  Englijhman  than  this,  if  it  Ihould  find 
Acceptance  amongft  Mankind. 

Man/  from  the  very  Nature  of  his  Being,  can  never 
be  fuppofed  to  delegate  a  Right  to  his  Reprefentative, 
contrary  to  his  own  Welfare  and  Felicity,  much  lefs  a 
xvhole  Nation  to  its  own  Deftruclion.  A^^  quid  detri- 
vienti  caftat  Refpublica,  is  the  Condition  of  his  being 
chofen  and  appointed.    It  is  therefore  an  Abfurdity  to 

imagjne, 
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imagine,  that  Men  can  delegate  a  Power  of  injuring 
themfelves,  to  thofe  who  are  eleded  for  the  univerfal 
Welfare  :  Ye  are  Inheritors  of  the  Conftitution  of  this 
Realm  from  your  Fathers,  and  are  bound,  by  all  the 
Ties  of  Nature  and  Juftice,  to  deliver  it  intire  to  your 
Sons  ;  many  of  whom  being  yet  unborn,  or  too  young 
to  bequeath  Power  to  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nati- 
on, cannot  juftly,  by  their  Predeceflbrs,  be  deprived 
of  the  moft  valuable  of  all  Inheritance,   their  Liberty. 

To  chufe  Men  as  national  Reprefentatives  and  Pro- 
teiflors  of  the  Public  Good,  and  then  fuppofe  they  have 
a  Right  to  ad  contrary  to  the  Intereft  of  their  Condi- 
tuents,  is  to  imagine,  that  Phyficians,  chofen  to  fuper- 
intend  and  cure  the  Sick  in  Hofpitals,  have  a  Right  to 
kill  their  Patients,  if  they  pleafe. 

Common  Humanity,  and  theSenfation  of  all  honeft 
Hearts,  fly  in  the  Face  of  fuch  Aflertion;  and  yet  fome 
infidious  or  informing  Emifl&ry,  is  eternally  advancing 

fuch  Abfurdities,  in  favour  of  a  M r,  in  Oppofiti- 

on  to  the  Glory  of  that  K he  pretends  to  revere, 

and  the  Good  of  that  People  he  affefts  to  love. 

Is  not  a  Parliament,  by  Nature  and  the  Conftitution 
cftablilbed,  equally  obliged  with  the  Prince  upon  the 
Throne,  not  to  violate  or  exceed  the  Meafures,  which 
tend  to  the  Public  Welfare  I  Is  it  not  therefore  a  hei- 
nous Infult  on  the  common  Underftanding  of  this  Na- 
tion, to  aflert,  that  fix  Millions  of  People,  many  of 
fuperior  Senfe,  Family,  and  Property,  to  thofe  who  re- 
prefent  them,  have  impowered  their  Guardians  to  fquan- 
der  their  Pojfleflions,  convert  the  publick  Revenue  to 
private  Ufes,  and  general  Deftruftion  ;  and  bind,  in 
minifterial  Fetters,  the  Hands  of  thofe  Men  whofe 
Freedom  they  are  elected  to  preferve  ? 

Is  it  not  from  the  Nature  of  our  Conftitution  that  a 

P^ exifts  ?  Can  it  be  imagined  then,  that  a  Part 

dependent  on  the  Whole,  can  have  a  Right  to  deftroy 
that  very  Being  from  which  it  derives  its  Exiftence  I 
Ought  not  that  Nation  therefore,  which,  unremonftr^- 

ling 
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ring,  permits  her  Servants  to  aflafTinate  her,  or  runs  on 
that  Sword  which  fhe  has  given  into  the  Hands  of  o- 
thers  for  her  Proteftion,  though  flie  does  not  ftab  her- 
felf,  to  be  deemed  equally  guilty  of  Suicide,  with 
Men  who  commit  that  unnatural  A&  ?  and,  like  thofe 
Self-deftroyers,  will  it  not  be  ignominioufly  buried  in 
Rubbifh  and  the  Highway  ? 

To  aflert  the  contrary  of  this  felf-evident  Truth,  is 
but  to  change  the  Face  of  Defpotifm  ;  will  not  the  ab- 
folute  Power  which  was  fo  juftly  complained  of,  and 
fo  righteoufly  oppofed,  in  Kings  before  the  Revolution, 

be   thus  transferred  from  them  to  the  P ?  In 

this  other  View,  Tyranny  has  only  changed  the  Place 
of  h^r  Abode :  Is  the  Sultan  lefs  defpotic  at  his  Sum- 
mer Seraglio  than  ztConjla?7timflef  Do  his  Subjefls  en- 
joy more  Liberty  by  his  refiding  at  one  Place  than  an- 
other I 

What  Power  amongfl:  Men  can  be  more  arbitrary 
than  that  which  can  bind  your  Hands  in  Chains,  by 
Laws  which  it  enafts,  according  to  its  arbitrary  Inclina- 
tion, and  levies  what  Money  it  pleafes  on  your  Pro* 
perries,  unexamined,  unreproved,  and  uncontrolled? 
And  this,  it  may  be,  for  the  private  Advantage  of  a 
Majority  of  thole,  who  conftitute  this  Power  to  your 
Impoverilhment. 

That  P — —  then,  which,  inattentive  to  its  Charge, 
and  unjuft  to  the  Confidence  repofed  in  them  by  their 
Fellow-countrymen,  Ihall  proceed  diametrically  oppo- 
fite  to  your  Welfare,  muft,  in  the  Eye  of  Reafon,  be 
conceived  as  acting  arbitrarily  and  illegally,  and  vio- 
kxing  the  Conftitution  by  which  it  exifts. 

It  is  the  common  Cuftom  of  all  thofe,  who  pre- 
(utne  to  defend  the  prefent  Ad n,  to  afk,  in  Op- 
position to  thofe  who  complain  of  the  Mal-condud 
of  public  Affairs,  whether  we  are  not  governed  by 
Laws  legally  inftituted  ? 

To  which  I  anfwer,  by  afldng.  If  any  Law  can  be 
faid  to  be  legally  inftituted,  which  may  be  enacted  by 

Men 
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Men  chofen  contrary  to  Law,  and  exceeding  the  De- 
fign  of  their  Inftitution  ?  If  Bribery  and  Corruption, 
influencing  the  Elections  of  the  national  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  this  Kingdom,  are  abfolutely  contrary  to  the 
eftablilhed  Laws  of  this  Reahn  j  can  then  the  Memberj, 
who  is  chofen  by  Means  of  corrupt  Lifluence  and  Per- 
jury, in  diredl  Oppofition  to  the  Legiilature,  be  legally 
endowed  with  the  Power  of  making  Laws  ? 

If  this  Qucftion  be  anfwered  in  the  Affirmative,  tell 
me  then  the  Difference  between  the  Ideas,  which  at- 
tend the  Words,  Legal  and  Illegal  ?  Will  not  this  fatal 
Abfurdity  be  the  Confcquence  of  fuchan  Anfwer,  that 
if  one  Set  of  Men/ illegally  chofen,  Ihall  ever  pre- 
fumc  to  enad:  Laws,  that  all  others  have  an  equal 
Right  to  it  ?  What  Reafon  can  be  affigned,  why  one 
Part  of  this  Nation  ihall  be  excluded  from  an  Autho- 
rity of  doing  whatever  is  done  by  another,  which  has 
no  legal  Right  to  Superiority  of  Power? 

Nay,  will  Dilbbedience  to  Laws,  made  by  Men  who 
have  been  elefted  contrary  to  the  eftablilhed  Rules  of 
the  Eng/IJJ?  Conftitution,  be  a  greater  Breach  of  the 
Legiflative  Power,  than  that  which  thefe  Legiflators 
committed  in  procuring  their  Eleflions  ? 

The  criminal  Means  of  procuring  Seats  in  P , 

though  they  may  never  be  openly  proved  againft  the 
Tranfgreflbrs,  are  they  for  that  Reafon  the  lefs  true  in 
the  impartial  Eye  of  Juftice?  And  who,  from  the 
Poft-boy  that  guides  a  Poft-chaife  on  the  Road,  to  hinpt 

that  milguides  his  K and  Country  in  the  Ad n, 

is  ignorant  of  this  Truth,  that  Seats  in  P 1  have  been 

obtained  by  Bribery  and  Corruption  ? 

Is  it  not  the  CommifTion  of  the  Aflion,  and  not  the 
Conviftion  of  the  Judge  and  Jury,  which  conftitutes 
the  Crime  in  all  who  dare  to  violate  the  Laws  of  their 
Country? 

Let  us,  however,  through  pure  Indulgence  to  the 
Diflblute,  fuppofe  the  greateft  of  all  Contradiaions,  that 
Men  illegally  chofen,  are  yet  lawfully  authorized  to 

conftitutc 
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conflitute  and  appoint  Laws  for  the  good  Government 
of  a  Kingdom  ;  does  it  thence  follow,  that  they  are  en- 
dowed with  Authority  to  make  Ails  diametrically  op- 
pofiie  to  the  public  Welfare  ?  Can  the  three  Letters^ 
which  compote  the  Word  LAW,  change  the  Nature 
of  Right  and  Wrong  ?  Will  Robbery,  Adultery,  or  Mur- 
der, enaiSted  by  a  P ,  tranfmure  the  Nature  of 

thefe  Crimes  ?  Will  they  not,  in  Oppofition  to  ten 
Million  Acts  of  a  Legiilature,  inftitutcd  in  their  Fa- 
vour, remain  as  cruel  and  deteftable  as  before  to  every 
humane  Bofom  ? 

If  an  Act  is  once  palTed  the  Houfe  of  C ,  does 

it  thence  follow,  that  it  mufl:  be  abfolutely  complied 
with  without  Complaint  or  Remonftrance,  efpecially 
if  it  contain  Conditions  deftru(5live  to  all  that  is  valu- 
able amongfl  Men  ?  Are  the  Laws  of  England  like  thofe 
of  the  Medes  and  Perfians,  to  remain  unalterable  be- 
caufe  they  are  made  I 

Through  this  thin  Argument  the  Fallacy  manifeflly 
appears;  or,  it  mud  be  granted,  that  Englifhmen,  of 
all  the  People  of  Europe  are  particularly  doomed  ta 
Slavery,  How  can  the  effeminate  Daftards  of  the  Eaft 
more  efFeftually  exprefs  the  abjed  State  of  their  Ex- 
iftcnce,  than  by  tamely  complying  with  whatever  i^ 
ordained  them  ? 

It  is  the  unmanly  yielding  to  this  ignominious  Im»- 
pofition,  which  confirms  the  Condition  of  Slavery,; 
and  not   the   Source  from  whence  it  proceeds;    Tb^ 

Acts  of  an  E -h  P 1,  whenever  they  fhall  be 

arbitrary,  and  the  defpotic  Mandates  of  a  Perfian  Sophi, 
are  equally  tyrannical,  though  the  firft  may  feem  to 
be  the  Voice  of  a  Majority  of  more  than  Five  hundred, 
and  the  latter  of  one  Man. 

I  fay  feeniy    becaufe  it  may  eafily  happen,    that  a 

M r  may  diclate  as  defpotically  as  a  Sophi,  and  the 

Voice  of  more  than  Three  hundred  M— s  be  no 

more  than  the  Reverberation  of  as  many  Echoes,  from 

B  a 
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a  Place  forjiied  with  the  Power  of  multiplying  one 
Sound    equal  to  that  Number. 

Laws  may  become  the  molt  tyrannical  of  all  Oppref 
lion,  even  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  Defpotifm  of 
Kings,  for  which  Reafon,  every  good  Reprefentative  of 
the  People  will  with  Pleafure  receive  whatever  can  be 
offered  for  or  againft  them  by  his  Fellow-fubjefts. 

Kings,  when  they  invade  the  Liberties  of  their  Sub- 
jevfls,  are  foon  difcovered ;  the  Breach  is  vifibie,  the 
Inroad  felt,  and  the  People  foon  alarmed,  and  on  their 
Guard  to  oppofe  it ;  the  Objed  and  the  Defign  are  o- 
pen  to  their  Senfes:  But  Laws,  enafted  under  the 
Sanftion  of  dehberate  Debate,  and  digefted  maturely 
by  Men  felecled  to  defend  the  Public  Weal,  bear  the 
Appearance  of  being  inftituted  with  Juflice,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  original  Defign  of  our  happy  Conftitu- 
tion. 

Things  conducted  in  this  Manner  wear  no  open  Face 
of  Injuftice,  no  external  Mark  of  arbitrary  Power; 
the  People,  deluded  and  deceived  by  the  Glare  of  this 
fpecious  Varnilh,  unaccuftomed  to  examine  Things 
to  the  Bottom,  beheve  thefe  AQiS  are  juft,  becaule 
they  are  made  by  thofe  whofe  Duty  it  is  to  enacl  no 
other  than  the  Laws  of  Truth  andjuftice. 

I  imagine  then  it  will  be  allowed  me,  that  Laws 
which  violate  the  Conflitution,  create  Inequality  in  the 
Courfe  of  diftributivejuftice,  pillage  the  many  to  en- 
rich  the  few,  alter  the  primary  Difpofitions  of  hu- 
man Nature,  facrifice  the  public  Good  to  private  Emo- 
luments, and  Englip  Property  to  Foreign  Intereil,  are 

fuch  Laws,  as  even  a  P legally  chofen,  can  hardly 

have  an  Authority  to  enaft. 

If  ever  then  a  P fhould  be  unconftitutionally 

elecled,  and  carry  fuch  Laws  into  Execution,  will  not 
this  be  a  double  Breach  of  the  eftaWilhed  Conflitution 

of  E df  What  will  fuch  Men  offer  to  their  Con- 

ttituents  in  Favour  of  themfclves  ;  or  how  will  that 

M r  defend  himfelf,  who,  though  perhaps,  without 

the 
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the  Subtilty  of  the  Serpent,  may,  like  that  Reptile, 

transfufe  his  Poifon  through  a  Houfe  of  C s,  to  the 

Ruin  of  his  native  Land,  as  it  was  through  the  Mother 
of  all,   to  that  of  human  Racer 

Laws,  in  a  Free  State,  are  the  (landing  Defence  of 
the  People  ;  by  thefe  alone  they  ought  to  be  judged, 
and  none  enabled  but  fuch  as  are  impartially  conceiv- 
ed ;  the  Peer  lliould  poflels  no  Privilege  deltruclive  to 
the  Commoner;  the  Layman  obtain  no  Favour  which 
is  denied  the  Pried: ;  nor  the  NecelTitous  excluded  from 
thejuftice  which  is  granted  to  the  Wealthy:  Unlefs 
theie  Things  are  truly  preferved,  the  Laws,  which 
ihould  defend  the  Peoples  Property,  are  like  the  Bo- 
dy-guards of  a  King  corrupted,  the  more  to  be  dread- 
ed, becaufe  the  Liberties  of  the  firft,  as  the  Life  of  the 
latter,  are  more  immediately  in  their  Hands. 

V^\\c^  Charles  L  prefumed  to  levy  Taxes  on  his  Sub- 
jecls  without  their  Confent,  this  Defign  was  not  op- 
pofed  by  them  becaufe  it  proceeded  from  the  King, 
but  becaufe  it  was  contrary  to  the  Conftitution,  and  il- 
legal :  In  like  manner,  whenever  a  P 1  (hall  enaft 

Laws  deftructive  of  the  Public  Good,  fuch  Proceedings 
will  be  equally  contrary  to  the  Conftitution,  and  if  fuch 
Tranfadlions  in  a  King  are  juftly  denominated  Tyran- 
ny, tell  me  by  what  Name  I  Ihall  diiHnguilh  fimilar 
Defigns,  if  ever  they  are  found  in  a  Houfe  of  C I 

If  oppofmg  the  arbitrary  Eftbrts  of  a  Sovereign, 
were  Ads  of  the  moft  heroic  Nature,  and  moft  laud- 
able Defign,  if  pafTive  Obedience  to  a  crowned  Head 
be  the  Height  of  Slavery,  learn  from  thence,  that  Op- 

pofition  to  illegal  Proceedings  in  K or  C , 

is  equally  praile-worthy  and  virtuous  :  Without  be- 
having in  this  Manner,  it  muft  be  granted,  that  Reft- 
ftance  to  the  Kings  of  old  was  perfonal  Pique,  and  not 
patriot  Juftice  ;  Refentment  againft  the  individual  Man 
and  not  a  Vindication  of  your  juft  Rights.  Thus  you 
fee  that  Tyranny  is  the  fame,  from  whatever  Source 
it  fprings;  and  the  Arguments  and  Truth  which  jufti- 

fied 
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fied  our  Forefathers  in  oppofing  the  arbitrary  Pro- 
ceedings of  one  Head,  though  furrounded  with  a  Dia- 
dem, will  fupport  you  in  the  fame  Behaviour  againft 
any  Hydra-headed  Minifter,  or  Hundred-handed  Bria- 
reus^  which  may  attempt  to  fcale  the  Heaven  of  your 
Conftitution. 

I  have  faid  thus  much  to  iliow  you,  as  clearly  as  I 
could,  what  appears  to  me   to  be  the  true  Power  of 

p [ ,  Xq  ^o  Good  they  have,  and  ought  to  have, 

unhmited  Power;  but  their  Power  to  do  Evil,  furely, 
ought  to  be  under  fome  Reilraint  ;  Whether  they  have 
a  Power  to  inllitute  Laws  to  the  Ruin  of  their  Country  ? 
is  a  Queftion  that  never  can  arife  ,*  it  can  only  be,  Whe- 
ther the  Laws  propofed  are  in  themfelves  pernicious 
or  beneficial  ? 

Whoever  then  fhall  endeavour  to  fet  in  a  clear  Light 
the  Uiihty  or  Deftrudion  which  may  follow  from  a 
Law  before  it  is  enacted,  will  undoubtedly  be  confi- 
dered  with  a  favourable  Eye  ;  and  though  his  Counfel 
be  but  a  Mite  added  to  the  Whole,  the  Good-will  and 
patriot  Love  with  which  it  is  offered,  will  render  it  not 
imacceptable  to  the  higheft  Wifdom. 

It  may  not  be  ^mifs  then  to  examine  the  Effecls 
Vvhich  aSubfidiar}''  Army  may  have  on  this  Kingdom, 
if  a  War  fhould  be  begun  on  the  Continent ;  To  fet  in 
a  clear  Light  the  Advantages  or  Difadyantages  which 
it  may  produce  to  this  Country,  and,  from  Hiftory  and 
paft  Tranfaclions,  infer  what  may  refiilt  from  the  Sup^ 
porting  fuch  a  military  Force  with  the  Revenues  of 
England. 

Perhaps  there  are  few  Things  which  can  come  be- 
fore the  Mind  of  a  M r,  that  require  more  Delibe- 
ration and  Prudence,  than  that  of  hiring  Subfidiary 
Troops  for  the  Protection  orService  of  that  Kingdom 
which  he  fuperintends,  or  j^iore  replete  with  Dan- 
ger to  the  Liberties  and  Properties  pf  the  Subjeft,  or 
^ven  to  the  Crovva  itfelf, 

Every 
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Every  righteous  Statefman,  in  all  his  national  Pro- 
ceedings, cannot  but  intend  promoting  the  Public  Wel- 
fare :  His  Plans  for  the  Public  Good  will  juftify  his  In- 
tention, however  adverfe  the  Event  of  them  may  prove, 
and  free  him  from  all  injurious  Imputation  in  the 
Sight  of  his  Countrymen. 

Yet,  though  it  ihould  be  allowed  that  the  bed  con- 
ceived Defigns  may  prove  abortive  in  the  Execution 
of  them,  it  muft  be  granted  alfo,  that  in  diredling  a 
State  there  is  for  ever  infeparably  conneded  with  good 
Senfe,  an  Advantage  which  cannot  be  found  in  com- 
pany with  Folly. 

A  M- — r  then  o£  weak  Ihtelle^fts  can  expecl  no- 
thing but  Chance  to  aflift  him  in  his  inmfficienc 
Schemes,  and  I  fear  that  Union  has  too  feldom  prevail- 
ed,  to  found  a  national  Expeftation  that  the  Vagaries  of 
Chance  and  Folly  Ihall  fucceed  againft  Reafon  and  good 
Condud:,  in  the  Management  of  aNation^s  Welfare. 

Whenever  then  a  M -r  Ihall  entertain  the  De- 

fign  of  taking  an  Army  of  Subfidiary  Troops  into  a 
Nation's  Pay,  it  behoves  the  Subjects  of  that  Kingdom, 
who  have  yet  their  Liberties  to  preferve,  and  Proper- 
ties to  lofe,  to  be  extremely  circumfpefl  in  relation  to 
the  Confequences  which  fuch  an  Undertaking  may  pro- 
duce, particularly  if  a  Sufpicion  of  wicked  Defign  may 
be  imagined  to  be  blended  with  Weaknefs  in  the  fame 
Head;  a  Union  not  uncommon  amongft  Men  exalted 
to  the  higheft  Stations,  however  fatal  it  may  prove  to 
the  pubhc  Weal. 

I  believe  it  may  be  juftly  afcertained  a  Maxim  in  Po- 
litics, That  no  Nation  which  can  defend  itfelf,  and  ef- 
feftually  annoy  its  Enemy,  Ihould  ever  retain  merce- 
nary Troops  for  thefe  Purpofes. 

To  fupport  this  Idea,  there  feems  to  be  many  Rea- 
Ions  not  eafily  controverted. 

Firfiy  The  Money  with  which  the  Aid  of  a  merce- 
nary Army  is  purchafed,  muft  be  a  Diminution  of  the 
Wealth  of  that  Kingdom  which  pays  them,  and  there- 
fore 
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tore  detrimental,  as  it  leflens  the  pecuniary  Strength 
of  the  People. 

Secondly,  All  mercenary  Soldiers  mud  for  ever  be 
deficient  in  that  animating  Spirit,  which  the  Love  of 
their  Country  infufes  through  the  Soul  of  every  Na- 
tive. This  infpiring  Impulfe,  vi^hich  Money  cannot  im- 
part, carries  Men  on  to  Conqueft,  through  Contempt 
of  Danger  and  of  Death.  To  this  the  great  Deeds  of 
all  Nations  have  been  chiefly  ov^ing,  not  amongftCfwix 
and  Romans  only,  but  even  amongft  the  wild  Arabs, 
who  fought  underneath  the  Standard  of  Mahomet,  the 
Dalcarlian  Savages  under  Gnjlavus  the  Swede,  ov  Eng/ijh- 
men  at  the  Fields  of  Crejfy  and  Agincourt,  in  the  Days 
of  Conqueft,  under  the  Command  of  our  Edward  and 
Henry. 

Thirdly,  Men  whofe  Hearts  are  actuated  to  Battle  by 
venal  Views  and  Purchafe,  are  juftly  fufpe6ted  to  be 
within  the  Reach  of  pecuniary  Corruption;  that 
Prince,  and  that  Army  which  Money  bribes  to  your 
Affiftance,  will  probably  be  bought  to  defert  you  by  a 
greater  Sum  :  This  Confideration  ought  to  efface  all 
Confidence  in  mercenary  Armies. 

Fourthly,  A  hireling  Army  once  victorious,  perceiv- 
ing the  People,  who  invited  them  to  their  Affiftance, 
unequal  to  the  Task  of  defending  themfelves,  and  re- 
fifting  their  Force,  v/ill,  in  all  Probabihty,  fet  up  for 
themfelves,  and  become  their  Mafters  ;  as  did  our  An- 
eeftors  the  Saxons,  who,  folicited  by  the  Britons,  to 
afiift  them  in  repelling  the  Invafion  of  the  Scots  and 
Pii^is,  remained  in  this  Ifle,  and  became  Lords  of  the 
very  Kingdoms  they  came  to  protect. 

Or  /^y?/y,  A  M r  who  fears  he  iliall  one  Day  feel 

the  Refentment  of  a  Nation  juftly  enraged  againft  him 
for  fmifter  Management,  may  retain  thefe  Hirelings  in 
his  Service,  to  lubdue  with  more  Certainty,  and  lefs 
Danger,  that  People,  which,  though  he  has  deprived 
them  of  Arms,  he  has  not  vet  forgot  to  fear# 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Confiderations  then  muft  neceflarlly  operate 
ftrongly  againft  taking  mercenary  Troops  into  the  Pay 
of  any  Nation,  in  the  Minds  of  all  Men  who  wifh  well 
to  their  native  Land,  and  have  no  pernicious  Defigns 
on  the  Liberties  of  their  Fellow-fubjecls,  and  the  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  Realm. 

Let  us  now  fuppofe  that  a  War  ihould  be  declared 
between  France  and  this  Kingdom,  and  then  examine 
whether  England  is  reduced  to  the  abjed  State  of  fear- 
ing her  Enemies,  more  than  the  mercenary  Men  Ihe 
may  hire  to  fupport  her  Intereft  and  Honour  againft  the 
military  Force  of  France. 

The  firft  Confideration  which  offers  itfelf  in  favour 
of  this  Nation  is,  that  no  foreign  Power  can  attack 
it  without  being  obliged  to  crofs  the  Sea  for  that  Pur- 
pofe. 

The  Uncertainty  and  Danger  of  that  Element,  which 
has  more  than  once  preferved  us  from  hoftile  Invafion, 
is  an  Advantage  of  no  fmall  Account  in  our  Favour  a- 
gainft  a  Defcent  from  France :  ^ffiavit  Deus  fc?  dijftpa- 
bantur^  was  the  pious  Acknowledgment  of  the  beft  of 
Queens  for  her  Succefs  againft  the  Spanijh  Armada. 

Hov/ever,  without  reckoning  Storms  amongft  our 
Advantages,  if  we  fuppofe  that  in  all  Attempts  of  an 
Invafion  a  Fleet  is  neceflary  to  convoy  and  proteft  the 
Enemy  in  their  Paflage,  and  cover  them  in  their  De- 
fcent, and  that  a  fuperior  naval  Force  has  the  Power  to 
intercept  and  deftroy  it,  in  what  manner  are  we  to 
form  our  Opinion  in  this  Light  I 

Let  us  then  compare  the  Fleets  of  the  tw^o  Nations, 
and  thence  infer  what  are  the  probable  Confequences 
of  fuch  an  Attempt  by  the  French. 

The  Navy  of  England  confifts  in  about  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  Men  of  War,  exclufive  of  Bomb-Ketches,  Fire- 
fhips,  and  armed  Sloops,  in  all  more  than  Three  hun- 
dred ;  the  laft  named  being  at  leaft  equally  ufeful  in 
fruftrating  fuch  Attempts,  as  Ships  of  the  Line  of 
Battle, 

The 
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The  whole  Navy  ot  France^  at  the  highefi:  Compu- 
tation, is  not  equal  to  One  hundred. 

Thus  then,  as  far  as  can  be  inferred  from  the  Na- 
ture of  naval  Armaments,  and  the  Utility  which 
can  be  drawn  from  them,  no  Reafon  can  be  offered  to 
induce  a  thinking  Man,  that  One  hundred  French 
Ships  of  War  are  a  Power  which  can  oppofe  treble 
that  Number  o?  Englifh.  Confequently  on  the  Side  of 
the  Marine,  there  cannot  be  the  lead  Reafon  to  fufpeft 
aNeceffity  for  hiring  a  mercenary  Force,  to  prevent 
an  Invafion  from  the  Armies  of  the  French  King. 

But  I  freely  own,  my  Confidence  in  Armies  is 
much  ftronger  than  in  Fleets  ;  and  that  a  Defcent  on 
this  Realm,  divided  from  the  Continent  by  fo  narrow 
a  Channel,  fo  fuddenly  pafled  with  a  favourable  Wind, 
fecreted  by  the  Darknefs  of  the  Nighr,  is  too  practi- 
cable an  Undertaking,  and  may  be  accomplifhed  in 
3pite  of  all  naval  Oppofition. 

Let  us  then  examine,  in  cafe  an  Attempt  of  that 
Kind  fhould  fucceed,  how  we  are  provided  to  repel  a 
Vifitof  that  Nature,  when  our  Enemies  being  landed, 
are  beyond  the  Reach  of  being  deftroyed  by  naval 
Powers. 

The  Inhabitants  of  England^  exclufive  of  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  are  generally  computed  at  the  lowell  Ac- 
count to  be  about  fix  Millions  :  Thofe  who  have  exa- 
mined, and  calculated,  with  the  greatefl:  Accuracy,  the 
Numbers  and  Age  of  a  People,  have  laid  it  down  as  a 
certain  Truth,  that  a  fifth  Part  of  the  Whole,  includ- 
ing thofe  from  fixteen  to  fixty,  .are  able  to  bear  Arms. 
Thus  then  England  alone  can  furniih  One  MilHon 
two  hundred  thoufand  Soldiers  in  her  Defence ;  and, 
by  adding  the  four  Million  Inhabitants  o?  Ireland  and 
Scotland  to  the  Account,  the  Sum  amounts  to  two 
Million  of  Men,  able  to  oppofe  the  Defcent  of  our  E- 
nemies.  Of  this  Number,  without  Doubt,  more  than 
One  hundred  thoufand  near  London,  may  be  fummon- 
cd  together  in  a  few  HourS;  where  Arms  and  all  mili* 

tary 
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tary  Accoutrements  are  preferved  in  the  Tower^  fof 
emergent  Occafions  ;  and,  in  a  few  Days,  a  like  Num* 
ber  may  be  collefted  in  any  other  Part  of  this  King- 
dom, before  much  national  Injury  can  be  perpetrated 
by  the  Enemy. 

What  Force  then,  allowing  the  Armies  bix}ciz  French 
King  to  be  ever  fo  numerous,  can  be  embarked  and 
landed  with  any  Profpect  of  Succefs,  againfl  fo  formi- 
dable a  Power  as  two  Millions  of  Men,  able  and  wil- 
ling to  bear  Arms  in  their  King  and  Country's  De- 
fence ? 

It  is  ridiculous  to  offer  a  Reafon  in  Vindication  of 
this  Truth,  the  Abfurdity  glares  through  the  thin  Dif- 
guife,  and  is  vifible  to  the  weakeft  Underftanding. 
Thus  then  the  natural  Powers  oi  England^  fecuring  us 
beyond  all  Sufpicion  of  Danger,  to  what  honeft  Pur- 
pofe  can  Mercenaries  be  hired,  to  defend  this  Nation 
from  the  Attacks  and  Invafions  of  a  foreign  Enemy  ? 

This  then  is  the  natural  Strength  and  State  of  our 
Powers  and  Defence  ;  but  alas,  like  brute  Matter,  it 
lies  inert  and  unexerted  !  Amazing  beyond  all  Credi- 
bility !  Two  Millions  of  Men,  able  and  willing  to  bear 
Arms  in  Defence  of  their  King  and  Country,  are  treat- 
ed by  the  M r,  as  Lunatics  by  Phyficians,  fur- 
rounded  with  that  Waiftcoat  which  deprives  them  of 
all  bodily  Exertion,  Twenty  thoufand  only  are  invert- 
ed with  the  Powers  of  our  Defence,  inftructed  in  the 
Art  of  War  and  Ufe  of  military  Weapons,  difperfed 
from  the  Orcades  to  Minorca,  whilft  the  Millions  look 
on  and  lament  their  abjecl  Condition,  deprived  of  aifift- 
ing  themfelves  and  Country. 

This  View  of  our  Situation  then,  fets  Things  in  a 
new  Light,  and  creates  very  naturally  thefe  Queftions; 
From  what  Motive  does  this  Behaviour  proceed  in  the 

M r?  And  then  this  other.  Whether  England  h^* 

ing  fo  circumftanced,  fiiould  feek  the  Aid  of  Foreign 
Hirelings  by  pecuniary  Powers,  or  put  Arms  into  the 

C  Hands 
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Hands  of  her  own  Natives,  who  fland  ready  to  receive 
them,  and  defend  her  ? 

Whether  the  Lives,  Liberties,  Properties,  and  Con- 
flitution  of  this  Kingdom,  lliall  be  intrufted  to  thofe^ 
whom  every  Motive,  external  and  internal,  honourable 
and  interefting,  muft  urge  to  their  own  Defence,  un% 
attended  with  any  poflTibleDifadvantage  to  this  Nation, 
or  to  the  hireling  Hands  of  foreign  Mercenaries,  againft 
whofe  being  employed  in  fuch  an  Action,  there  fubfili 
almoft  as  many  Arguments,  as  againft  fuffering  the 
liland  to  be  invaded  and  overcome  by  an  Enemy  ?  Can 
thefe  Qiieftions  need  an  Examination  or  Anfwer  ? 

Perhaps  fom.e  Man,  of  more  Turbulence  than  Judg- 
ment,   the  humble   but  violent  Retailer  of  M -I 

Fallhood,  may  treat  this  long  Difquifition  as  the  lunatic 
Scroll  of  a  Bedlamite^  (who  having  created  a  Devil  of  his 
own,  with  a  burnt  Skewer  on  the  Wall  of  his  Cell,'  is 
tilting  at  it  as  if  it  were  the  very  foul  Fiend  itfelf) 
and  may  aflert,  that  the  French  will  neither  attempt  a 

Defcent,  nor  the  M y  bring  into  this  Ifle  Foreign 

Subfidiaries  to  defend  us. 

To  which  it  is  evilly  anfwered,  by  afking,  Will  a 
M r,  of  common  Underftanding  and  Patriot  Inten- 
tions, truft  the  Security  of  this  Kingdom  to  the  good 
Inclination  of  his  Enemy  ?  If  he  does,  and  a  Defcent 
ihould  prove  fuccefsful,  with  what  Powers  will  he  re- 
pel them  I  Will  a  Muhitude  of  Men  unaccullomed  to 
Obedience,  Difcipline,  and  Arms,  like  the  Teeih  of 
the  Dragon,  fown  by  Cadmus^  ftart  up,  and  become 
Soldiers  in  an  Inftant  at  his  Command  ? 

Hirelings,  the  bafe  Defence  of  Foreign  Mercenaries^ 
Tnuft  they  be  called  in  to  your  AfTiftance  ?  Hejjians  and 
Dutch,  Germans^  Hanoverians  and  Ruffians !  Muft  thefe 
be  brought  to  adift  the  once  brave  £//^^/i/7^,  in  repelling 
the  Foes  of  their  native  Land  ?  Abject,  degenerate 
Thought!  And  yet,  if  an  Invafion  be  made  from  France^ 
what  ftronger  Reaibn  have  you  to  hinder  them  from 
being  fent  for  at  this  Time,  than  during  the  laft  War, 

when 
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when  Dutchmen  and  Hejjtans,  to  the  eternal  Infamy  of 
England^  were  landed  in  this  Ifle,  to  prorecl  you  againft 
a  Rabble  of  rebellious  Highlanders^  yourfelves  difarmed, 
and  incapable  of  Defence  ?  Where  then  is  the  Abfurdi- 
cy,  of  fuppofing  an  Enemy  fhould  attempt  an  Invafi- 
on  againit  fo   fmall  an  Oppoiition   as   the  Troops  of 

England  \  or  that  a  M r,  who  has  already  applied  for 

Foreign  Aid,  ihould  again  recur  to  the  fame  Expedi* 
ent  of  mercenary  AlTiftance  \ 

Thus  then   the  Reafons  againft  your  being  armed, 

lye  only  in  the  M r's  Bread:,  and  are  relative  to 

him  alone  j  his  Defigns  may  poffibly  controvert  the 
Public  Good  5  and  thofe  Mercenaries  which  will  deftroy 
your  Liberties,  may  coincide  with  his  Schemes  :  Is  he 
not  then  the  Torpor,  v^hich  benumbs  your  natural 
Faculties  of  War  and  Rehftance  ?  the  Source  from 
whence  innumerable  Calamities  will  flow  to  this  once 
happy,  free,  and  martial  Kingdom  \  Thus  then  your 
Weaknefs  confifts  only  in  your  Want  of  being  intrufte4 
with  thofe  Arms,  which  are  purchafed  by  your  Contri- 
butions, and  in  your  Strength  being  with -held  from 
your  Hands  by  the  arbitrary  Will  of  a  M r. 

But  as  it  may  probably  be  urged,  that  England  and 
its  Defence  are  not  the  fole  Object  of  having  Recourfe 
to  Sublidiary  Troops,  let  us  examine  what  is. 

The  Balance  of  Power^  that  fafcinating  deftruclive 
Sound,  fo  much  in  ufe  fince  the  Revolution,  (o  pro- 
duftive  of  Wars,  even  more  ridiculous  than  Crufades 
and  combating  Saracens  for  recovering  the  holy  Se- 
pulchre, demands  the  Attention  of  this  Realm  3  or, 
this  political  Equipoife  being  once  deftroyed,  England 
mud  periih,  alike  with  all  the  Powers  of  Germany^ 
and  France  be  poflefled  of  univerfal  Monarchy  ;  No 
Chimera  can  be  more  vifionary  than  this  Idea  of  fear- 
ing univerfal  Ejiipire,  and  balancing  the  States  of  Eu- 
rope.  Will  Germany  confpire  againft  its  own  Intereft, 
to  give  France  the  firft  ?  Is  not  this  Balance,  notwith- 
llanding  the  Number  of  Troops  and  Sums  of  Money 

which 
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which  each  State  can  raife,  eternally  Ihifcing  from 
Realm  to  Realm,  according  to  the  Underftanding  and 
Integrity  of  Minifters,  and  Kings  who  prefide  and  rule 
them  ? 

This  Balance,  fo  glorious  in  Idea,  and  fatal  in  its 
EfFeds,  which  was  held  by  the  Hands  of  our  gracious 
Queen  Anne^  has  fmce  been  taken  from  this  Land,  and 
is  now  podeded  by  the  King  of  Pnijfw^  by  dint  of  fu  • 
perior  Incellecl. 

Let  us  however  accede  to  this  Propofition^  that  the 
Balance  of  Power  is  an  Objefl:  worthy  the  Attention  of 

this  Nation,  as  our  M ^y  chufcs  to  inculcate  to  our 

Belief. 

Under  the  Sanftion  of  this  ConceflTion,  Are  the  Arms 
of  France  a  more  reafonable  Objed  of  Dread  to  this 
Ifland  than  to  the  Princes  of  Germany  f  Is  our  Danger, 
divided  as  we  are  from  our  Enemy  by  the  Sea,  with 
Powers  fufficient  to  refift  all  Attacks,  greater  than  that 
of  thefe  Princes,  whofe  Dominions  are  hourly  open  to 
hoftile  Inroad  and  Rapine  by  the  firft  March  of  the 
French  Army  ?  What  Claim  have  they,  or  what  Pretext 
can  be  urged  to  induce  this  People  at  any  Time  to 
hire  the  Troops  of  thefe  very  Princes  to  defend  their 
own  Territories  ?  Shall 


Hanoverians 

Saxons 

Hejjtanf         — 

Saxe-Gothians 

Bavarians 

Wolfenhuttlcrs 

Darmjladians 

Piedmontefe 

Rujjians 


In  all 


16000 

I  2000 

1 2000 

6000 

-     8000 

50G0 

4000 

50000 

73000 

166000 


be  hired  as  Mercenaries  by  the  Revenues  of  England 
10  defend  their  own  Territories  I  Not  reckoning  in  this 

Account 


Account  the  Subfidies  which  have,  and  ever  mull  be 
paid  to  the  ^uflriaiUy  when  we  have  engaged  to  fight 
their  Battles,  and  fuftain  their  Intereft,  at  the  Perdition 
of  our  own. 

Caft  an  Eye  on  the  Map  of  Eurofe^  and  remark  on 
what  Dominions  an  Invafion  is  moil  probable  to  fall, 
if  France  comes  to  an  open  Rupture  with  this  Kingdom, 
and  our  German  Allies ;  and  whofe  more  immediate 
Care  it  is  to  arm  and  defend  themfelves. 

But,  alas !  fuch  is  our  Situation,  that  no  Succefs, 
however  great,  can  bring  us  Advantage;  a  Conqueft 
influences  little  more  than  a  Defeat  in  our  Favour. 

Is  there  a  Truth  more  felf-evident  in  Euc/id,  than 
that  Nations  cannot  be  long  purchafed  againft  their  own 
Intereft  (£;;g/^;/i  excepted)  but  this,  that  nothing  is  fo 
ridiculous  as  attempting  to  buy  them  to  it ;  Wi^  Ger- 
man Princes  long  prefer  French  Intereft  to  their  own, 
or  negleft  to  oppofe  it,  if  you  withdraw  your  Subfidies? 

How  abfurd  muft  be  the  Head  of  that  M- r  who 

can  cheriih  fuch  Conceptions,  and  act  in  confequence 
of  them  ?  What  intuitive  Knowledge  in  the  Anions  of 
Men  muft  he  be  blefied  withal  I 

But  it  may  be  offered  in  Defence  of  hiring  thefe 
Mercenaries,  that  their  Mafters  Inabihty  to  defend 
themfelves,  makes  it  neceflary  that  E/^^A/W  fhould  pro- 
tect them.  Is  there  in  Nature  a  Reafon  which  ought 
to  induce  a  Nation  to  its  own  Ruin,  in  Defence  of  o- 
thers  who  are  reaping  Advantage  by  our  Undoing  ? 

In  Truth,  no  Aflertion  is  fo  falfe  as  the  above ;  In 
what  Manner  did  thefe  States  exift  before  the  Revolu- 
tion without  your  Afliftance  ?  Have  they  not  the  fame 

Means  at  prefent  ?  It  is  the  Weaknefs  of  our  M ^y, 

and  fatal  Attachments  to  German  Interefts  j  the  Sums 
of  Money  which  they  have  gained,  and  we  ufelefly 
fquandered,  that  turn  the  Eyes  of  all  thefe  Princes  on 
you.  This  creates  the  War,  and  difunites  ih.Q  Germa- 
nic Body ;  otherwife,  the  Intereft  of  all  Germany,  and 
the  Conftitution  of  the  Empire,  \yould  unite  all  Ger^ 
'  many 
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many  againfl:  the  common  Enemy  ;  but  your  interfer* 
ing,  and  their  pecuniary  Ideas  and  mercenary  Paffions, 
foment  the  Divifion ;  Would  the  King  of  Prujfia,  and 
the  other  States  who  are  inadtive,  fee  the  German  In- 
terefts  defeated,  if  you  did  not  efpoufe  the  Qijarrel  ? 
But  as  our  M ^y  behave,  his  View  is  Extent  of  Ter- 
ritory, b)^  becoming  neceflary  in  the  Broil,  whilfl:  o- 
ther  German  Potentates  humanely  traffic  the  Lives  of 
their  Subjects  for  the  Price  of  your  Gold  ;  the  only 
Manufacture  and  Commerce  which  their  Countries 
produce. 

Thus  then,  confcious  of  the  Imbecility  of  our  M — r^ 
they  reap  the  plenteous  Harveft  of  his  bufy  Folly, 
and  thus  his  prepofterous  Conduct  begins,  foments, 
and  fofters  a  Continental  War* 

But  left  .what  has  been  faid  Ihould  appear  like  the 
enthufiailic  Fervour  of  patriot  Love  impetuoully  urged 
in  favour  of  my  Country,  let  us  examine  the  Senti- 
ments of  our  Forefathers,  the  Remarks  of  ancient  Wil- 
dom  on  the  Confequences  of  being  united  with  the 
States  and  Interefts  of  the  Continent,  and  then  ob^ 
ferve  what  has  been  the  Effects  in  our  own. 

Thofe  Times,  when  the  Kings  of  England  had  vail 
Pofieffions  in  France^  will  furnifh  us  with  many  an  Ob- 
fervation  applicable  to  the  preient. 

It  was  then  the  Opinion  of  thofe  Men,  mod  cele- 
brated for  patriot  Love  and  the  cleared  Judgment,  that 
the  Territories  of  our  Kings  in  France  were  by  no 
Means  to  be  defended  at  the  Expence  o?  EngltJhTxc^- 
fure  ;  they  juftly  diftinguilhed  the  Dominions  of  an 
Englifh  King  from  thofe  of  England,  and  feparated  the 
foreign  Interefts  of  an  infatuated  Monarch  from  thofe 
of  his  Subjefts  in  this  Illand  ;  and  in  confequence  of 
this,  they  virtuouily  and  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the 
fquandering  Englijh  Treafure,  in  Protection  of  Domi- 
nions, in  no  Senfe  connected  with  the  Welfare  of  this 
Kingdom. 

The  Earls  jof  Hertford^  Bohun,  and  Bigot,  began  their 
Commotions  through  the  Diftafte  which  Edzi/ardl.  gave 

them 
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riiem,  by  demanding  their  Service  in  the  Quarrel  of 
Gafcoigny ;  and  in  denying  to  defend  or  recover  fo- 
reign Provinces  independent  oi England,  though  fubjevS 
to  the  King,  they  had  great  Reafon,  fince  fo  many  Con- 
fents  of  Parhament  juftify  their  RefufaL 

In  the  twentieth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Richard  11. 
the  fixth  and  the  ninth  oi Henry  IV.  the  firft  and  feventh 
of  Henry  V.  it  is  affirmed,  the  Commons  of  England 
are  not  bound,  pur  fupporter  les  guerres  en  la  terre  de 
France  ou  Normandie ;  that  is,  to  fupport  the  King^s  Wars 
either  in  France  or  Normandy ;  publickly  declaring  this, 
and  pubUckly  refufing  Affiftance. 

In  the  Reign  of  King  "John,  the  Billiop  of  Durham 
was  killed  by  the  People,  who  determined  to  oppofe  a 
Tax  for  fupporting  the  King's  Wars  in  France  :  The 
King  himfelf  was  detefted  alfo  by  the  Citizens  of  Lon- 
don for  his  grievous  Taxations  on  the  fame  Account. 
Hence  followed  the  Wars  between  him  and  his  Barons. 
In  the  Reign  of  Henry  111.  there  was  another  Con- 
tention  betv/ecn  the  Kings  and  Barons  on  the  like  Rea- 
fon. 

EDIVARD  I.  was  refufed  Money  by  his  Subjefls^ 
to  defend  his  Territories  in  France  againft  the  French. 
EDJVj4 RD  III.  was  alfo  denied  Contribution  by 
his  Subjects,  to  carry  on  the  Wars  againft  the  French ; 
and  one  of  the  Articles  of  Treafon  againft  Mortimer^ 
was  the  Offence  he  bred  in  the  Commonwealth,  by 
cauiing  a  Subfidy  to  be  exadled  from  the  Subjects  on 
that  Account. 

The  Polhmoney  Impofed  by  Parliament  in  the  Reign 
of  Richard  II.  to  defray  the  Expence  of  the  Wars  in 
France,  was  the  Caufe  of  bitter  Imprecations  againft 
the  King,  which  were  folio w^ed  by  an  Infurrcftion  of 
the  Commons:  And  in  the  Reign  of  this  King,  as  well 
as  in  others  of  thofe  who  preceeded  and  fuccecded  him, 
the  Parliament  was  fo  tender  in  granting  Subfidies,  and 
raifing  Taxes  for  foreign  Wars,  that  they  added  to  the 
Act,  Otiod  non  trahatur  in  ccnfequentiam,  that  it  fhould 
be  no  Precedent  to  Futurity  for  levying  Taxes;  at  the 

fame 


fame  Time  appointing  peculiar  Treafurcrs  of  their  owil^ 
to  give  them  Account  upon  Oath  the  next  Parliament. 

Innumerable  Inftances  of  this  Nature  may  be  drawn 
from  the  Hiftory  of  our  Anceftors,  and  evident  Proof 
inferred,  that  the  Commons  of  Eng/and  confidered  this 
Attachment  of  their  Sovereigns  to  their  Dominions  on 
the  Continent,  as  the  great  Caufe  of  their  Miferies  and 
Diftrefs,  and  frequently  refufed  to  indulge  their  Kings 
in  the  Ambition  and  Folly  of  enlarging  and  proteding 
their  PofleiTions,  to  the  Ruin  and  Poverty  ofthemfelves 
and  their  Conftituents. 

So  certainly  true  is  it,  that  Poverty  of  England  has 
ever  been  the  Attendant  of  our  engaging  in  War  on 
the  Continent,  I  believe  it  may  be  proved,  that  the 
People  of  this  Nation  have  owed  their  Increafe  in  Riches 
to  the  fingle  Circumftance  of  being  once  detached 
from  Continental  Pofleffions. 

Till  the  Beginning  of  Elizabeths  Reign,  whatever 
had  been  gained  by  the  Natives  of  this  Illand  in  Com- 
merce, had  been  again  wafted  in  Defence  of  foreign 
Dominions ;  but  from,  the  Reign  of  this  illuftrious  Wo- 
man, whofe  Memory  muft  be  for  ever  dear  to  all  Eng- 
lijhmen,  for  the  Bleflings  Ihe  fpread  upon  her  People,  to 
the  laft  Day  of  that  infatuated  Bigot,  James  11.  Eng^ 
/and only  zs  a  Nation  has  grown  rich;  all  Increafe  of 
Wealth  fmce  that  Time  being  Paper -pofleffions,  which, 
like  the  Leaves  of  the  Sybil,  fcactered  to  and  fro  by 

m 1  Winds,  too  plainly  pronounce  the  impending 

Fate  of  this  Kingdom. 

From  this  fatal  iEra,  the  m 1  Deftroyers  of  their 

Country  recurred  to  the  fame  Means,  which  had  for- 
merly been  the  Ruin  and  Wafte  of  Englijh  Blood  and 
Treafure ;  the  unfpeakable  Difadvantage  which  this  Na- 
tion had  fuffered,  from  their  Sovereigns  being  poflef- 
fed  of  Dominions  in  France^  returned  with  double 
Fury :  Holland  and  Germa?iy  were  yoked  to  this  Nation  ; 
the  laft,  like  an  enormous  Wen  fixed  to  a  beautiful 
Body,  has  grown  luxuriant,  by  draining  the  vital  Juices 

which 
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which  Ihould  have  been  diftributed  through  this  Realm, 
and  emaciated  its  natural  Strength,  Beauty,  and  Vigour. 

Since  the  Attachments  of  M rs  to  the  Germanic 

Intereft,  during  the  Wars  of  IVUliam  and  Anne^  and  in 
our  Times,  we  have  thrown  Three  hundred  Millions 
of  Englijh  Money  into  the  Scale  of  that  Balance  of 
Power  in  Germany^  which  has  never  inclined,  nor  ever 
will  preponderate  on  our  Side,  whiHl  we  have  a  Shil- 
ling more  to  add  to  it.  Such  immenfe  Sums  of  Money 
have  been  ineffeflually  wafted  in  fuftaining  this  vifio- 
nary  Equilibrium  of  Power  in  Europe  ;  Fourfcore  Mil- 
lions of  which,  we  free-born  Englijhmen^  and  our  Po- 
flcrity,  are  this  Day  mortgaged  to  pay  for  German  Ad- 
vantages. 

Thus  it  is  evidently  demonftrable,  that  national  Po* 
verty  h^s  been  the,infeparable  Companion  of  being  a- 
gain  attached  to  Continental  Interells  ;  for,  I  believe,' 
no  Man  will  a/Iert,  that  a  Nation,  which  has  not  more 
Money  in  it  at  this  Time,  than  at  the  Day  of  James 
the  Second's  Abdication,  with  a  Debt  of  Fourfcore  Mil* 
lions  added  to  it,  can  be  as  wealthy  as  it  was  at  that 
Period.  Is  the  Value  of  Fourfcore  Millions,  in  un* 
coined  Gold  and  Silver,  and  other  Merchandife,  to  be 
found  in  this  Kingdom,  beyond  what  it  poflefled  at  that 
Time  \  As  much  then  as  this  Nation  is  deficient  in  the 
Pofleffion  of  that  Sum,  fo  much  is  it  poorer  than  it  was 
at  that  Period  :  1  fpeak  not  of  imaginary  Paper- wealth,: 

got  by  the  Iniquity  of  M- rs  and  their  Favourites, 

to  which  nothing  real  anfwers  but  your  Taxes  and 
Calamities. 

Thus  then  ancient  and  modern  Obfervation  demon- 
Urate,  that  our  Attachments  to  Territories,  which, 
though  belonging  to  our  Kings,  were  independent  of 
Englqnd^  have  ever  been  the  Caufe  of  Poverty  and 
Diftrefe  ;  and  our  Welfare  and  Happinefs  prevailed  on- 
ly, when  we  were  unconcerned  in  Continental  Wars 
and  Interefts.  Can  ic  then  be  imagined,  that  what  has 
ever  been  pernicious,  v/ill  now  change  its  Nature,  and 
become  beneficial  ?  Will  aot  the  fame  Ruin,  the  fame 
J  T>  Increafe 
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Licreafe  of  Debts,  and  Watte  of  national  Treafiirc,  be 
the  fatal  Confequence  of  all  future  Engagements  to 
fupport  foreign  Dominions  in  Europe^  as  it  has  of  all 
J3aft  ?  As  all  Acquifition  of  Territory  in  that  Part  of  the 
V/orld  would  be  but  Increafe  of  Misfortunes,  and  every 
Conqueft  be  attended  with  farther  Ruin  to  this  Ifle. 

Let  me  now  lay  before  you  fome  Eftimate  of  what 
may  be  the  annual  Expence,  if  ever  a  Defign  of  Hir- 
ing that  long  Lift  of  mercenary  Blood-fuckers,  from 
Germany  ^nd.  other  Parts,  Ihould  take  Place  j  in  which, 
though  the  Calculation  does  not  pretend  to  Exaftnefs, 
it  is  yet,  I  believe,  rather  under  than  above  the  jufl 
Computation  :  When  we  confider  the  enormous  Sum 
of  Money  which  was  levied  the  lad  Year  of  the  lafl 
War,  and  the  great  Navy-debt  which  was  then  left  un- 
difcharged.  Let  us  then  examine,  whether  England 
can  fupport  that  Expence. 

The  Pay  of  the  Ruffian  Troops  alone,  according  to 
the  Proportion  of  former  Subfidies,  will  be  half  a  Mil- 
lion or  Money;  the  remaining  Troops  of  all  Ger- 
many (exclufive  of  ^uflrians  and  Piedmontefe)  cannot 
be  eftimated  at  lefs  than  double  that  Sum :  Thus  in 
Subfidy  alone,  One  Million  and  a  half  will  be  annually 
expended.  The  Hire  which  mud  be  paid  the  ^ujirians ; 
Money  to  put  all  thefe  Troops  in  Motion,  according 
to  late  Praftice  ;  fupporting  the  whole  Army,  when- 
ever they  leave  their  own  Countries,  to  be  aflembled 
en  the  R/:ine  or  in  Flanders,  \\\\\  double  that  Sum  at 
leaft,  and  increafe  it  to  Three  Millions.  For  Experience 
has  fhewn  us,  that  whatever  Bargain  we  may  make  with 
neceflitous  Princes,  to  fupport  their  own  Troops  in 
die  Field,  that  notwithftanding  this,  it  is  the  Gold 
o^ England  which  has  ever  fupplied  and  furnifhed  them 
with  Subfiftence  durin<y  that  Time  ;  this,  befides  the 
Expence  of  our  own  Troops  in  Flanders,  which  cannot 
be  eftimated  at  lefs  than  a  Million  more  yearly;  will 
make  the  Sum  of  Four  Millions  of  Money,  which  muft 
annually  pafs  the  Englijlo  Channel,  like  Ghofts  over  the 
Stygian  Ferry,  never  more  to  revifit  this  Ifle* 

Can 
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Can  England  then,  indebted  Fourfcore  Millions, 
whofe  circulating  Cafh  is  not  more  than  Fourteen^ 
fopport  a  War  on  the  Continent  of  Europe^  which  had 
almoft  proved  her  Ruin,  when  flie  did  not  owe  one 
Shilling  ?  What  Obligation  can  Genua?!  Interefts  have 
on  this  Land,  that  Ihe  muft  exhauft  her  vital  Powers  to 
her  own  Ruin  and  their  Advantage  ? 

I  imagine  the  moft  fanguine  Friend  to  the  prefent 

M y  can  fcarce  entertain  a  more  flattering  Idea 

in  favour  of  this  Nation,  when  he  confiders  who  pre* 

fides  in  the  various  Branches  of  the  Ad n,   than 

that  if  we  engage  in  Flanders,  our  Succefs  will  be  equal 
to  that  of  the  great  Duke  o^  Marlborough. 

And  yet  even  this  Succefs,  fhould  we  win  every 
Battle,  mull  lead  us  to  inevitable  Ruin.  Can  England^ 
buried  in  Mountains  of  Debt,  which,  like  Pehon  upon 
OJfa,  have  been  heaped  upon  her,  iullain  the  Expence 
of  a  War  upon  the  Continent  oi Europe  f  Do  we  grow 
more  vigorous  by  being  exhaufted.^  or  will  national 
Parfimony  anfwer  all  the  immenfe  Demands  of  fuch  a 
War?  Where  then  ihall  this  unhappy  Nation  find  Mo- 
ney for  foreign  Mercenaries  \  The  moft  rapid  Suc- 
cels  muft  even  prove  your  Ruin,  and  the  Nation  be 
exhaufted  of  all  Refource  before  thefe  ten  Years  Con- 
quefts  can  be  half  compleared.  Thus  the  Sound  of 
every  Vidory  muft  be  received  with  aching  Hearts,  and 
our  Generals  in  their  triumphal  Carrs  be  followed  by 
People  drowned  in  Floods  or  Sorrow  for  the  Battles  they 
have  won. 

In  the  mean  time,  whilft  you  are  fluicing  forth  your 
vital  Trcafure  to  prote»5l  Germanic  Princes,  how  diffe-. 
rent  is  their  Fate  I  they  grow  great  by  your  Folly  and 
Deftrucftion,  the  Wealth  which  you  lavillx  they  receive 
by  the  Hire  of  their  Armies,  mercenary  in  their  owa 
Defence,  Thefe  are  the  Friends  and  Allies  of  Eng-^ 
land\  Thus  Conqueft,  any  more  ihan  Defeat,  cannot 
avert  your  Ruin,  tho'  the  firft  may  retard  ir  a  little 
while. 

Shall 


t  Shall  then  this  Kingdom  be  totally  drained  by  griev- 
ous Subfidies,  in  Support  of  foreign  Princes  Dominions, 
among  whom  there  is  One  whole  untold  Sums  ly  ulb- 
lefs  and  untouched,  even  for  the  Protection  of  that 
State  which  is  fo  dear  to  him. 

But  as  painting  the  didrefsful  Side  of  Nature,  and 
our  Situation,  may  be  too  difpleafing  to  your  Eyes,  let 
us  now  point  to  you  the  Way  by  which  our  Enemies 
muft  be  humbled,  and  this  Nation  exalted. 

We  have  already  proved  that  the  Engitjh  Fleet  con- 
fifts  of  treble  the  Number  of  that  oi  France  ;  \\\'^iEng- 
lifljinen  want  nothing  but  being  trufted  with  Arms,  and 
inftrucTied  in  the  Ufe  of  them,  to  defend  themlelves 
from  all  Invafion  ;  and  that  the  German.  Princes,  undi- 
vided by  the  Hopes  of  our  Money,  and  enlarging  their 
Territories  b}^  our  interfering,  would  unite  in  one  com- 
mon Caufe  againft  one  comon  Enemy. 

Thefe  being  the  true  Circum fiances  of  Things,  our 
Fleet  io  fuperior,  muft  drive  the  French  Commerce 
from  the  Face  of  the  Ocean,  and  inrich  this  liland^ 
when  Specie  might  again  appear  indead  of  Paper, 

Our  Troops  and  Militia,  confined  to  the  Defence  of 
this  Kingdom,  w^hatcver  Expence  the}^  might  prove, 
would  prevent  the  Money  from  efcaping  to  our  Ruin, 
and  rtiilbe  circulating amongft  us. 

The  Germans,  being  ever  Germans^  and  not  bought 
by  our  IVeafure,  would  tread  the  direct  Road  to  their 
own  Security  and  Prefervation. 

Thus  then   nothing  but  m 1  Wrongheadednefs 

can  prevent  this  Nation  from  growing  great  in  cafe  of 
a  War  wirh /^^j/?^^.  This  Kingdom,  by  the  Acquifition 
of  Vv^ealth  taken  from  that,  will  then  be  a  Relervoir  for 
our  Supplies ;  which  very  Treafure,  if  a  War  be  begun 
in  Flanders^  will  be  no  more  than  running  Waters  into 
the  Head  of  a  Pool,  which  immediately  run  out  at  the 
lower  End,  the^Money  wc  and  the  mercenaryArmymuft 
4pend  m  that  Country,  travelling  very  foon  from  the 
{iands  of  u^  to  thofe  of  the  jNeikcrland  Inhabitants,  and 

theuce 
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dience  fpcedily  into  France^  as  it  happened  too  appa* 
rently  laft  War* 

Thus  our  Enemies  get  great  Part  of  that  Money 
which  we  fquander  to  oppofe  them. 

Therefore  to  make  England  truly  great,  this  Ifle,  as 
fhe  is  by  Nature,  muft  ftand  unconneded  with  the  In- 
terefts  and  Territories  oi  German^x\ViCt%  and  the  Con- 
tinent. 

But  there  is  yet  a  farther  Confideration  for  our  de- 
cHning  to  engage  in  German  Welfare,  it  is  the  Defence 
of  his  Majefty  and  his  Subjefts  Pofleffions  in  America^ 
the  living  Fountain  of  perpetual  Wealth  to  this  King- 
dom, an  Objeft  worth  all  your  Confideration  ;  what- 
ever is  expended  in  the  Defence  of  £/?g///2?  Plantations, 
returns  to  England  again. 

Shall  we  then  railc  Money  to  lavilh  on  German  Mer- 
cenaries for  German  Interefts,  and  negled  our  own  Co- 
lonics ?  Shall  that  baftard  and  unnatural  State,  whole 
whole  Revenue  does  not  exceed  the  fourth  Part  of 
what  you  annually  pay  the  Poor  of  this  Nation,  which 
has  already  cofl:  fo  many  Millions,  cotinue  to  exhaufi: 
all  your  Wealth  in  her  Defence  and  Service,  and  the 
legal  Child  of  England  be  neglefled  and  abandoned  in 
her  Diflrefs  ?  Shall  a  Hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  Mer- 
cenaries wage  War  on  the  Banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  in  the 
Meadows  of  F/.^W^rj"  at  your  Expence,  to  defend  what 
is  not  in  its  whole  Value  worth  the  Treafure  which 
will  be  confumed  in  four  Campaigns  for  its  Proteftion  I 
Thus  then  thefe  Things  being  clearly  placed  before 
your  Eyes,  does  it  not  follow  that  Ruin  muft  await  you, 
if  ihefe  mercenary  Troops  are  hired  in  defence  of 
you  or  German  Interefts  f  And  may  it  not  as  juftlvbe 
laid  when  that  Time  arrives,  as  iii  thofe  of  Tacitus^ 
Britannia  fervitutem  fuam  qiiotidie  emit^  quotidie  fofcit  ; 
the  Britons  ^re  every  D^y  imploring  to  be  Slaves,  and 
adding  Money  to  purchafe  that  Infamy  ? 

If  hereafter  fome  future  Son  of  Ambition  Ihall  make 
ihe  obtaining  Subfidies  for  German  Interefts,  the  very 
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Condition  of  his  being  a  M r,  will  you  tamely  bow 

your  Necks  to  that  Yoke  j  if  fome  future  P 1 

ihall  grant  the  Revenues  oi  England  for  fuch  Purpo- 
i^Qs,  is  there  an  Englijhman  who  can  look  filently  on 
and  fee  his  Confticution  totally  expiring,  unremonftrat- 
ing,  and  uncomplaining  ? 

If  ye  ftiould  prove  fo  fallen  from  the  Spirit  of 
your  Anceftors,  how  defpicable  muft  you  be  regarded 
by  the  Eyes  of  all  Europe  I  Shall  France  behold  the 
proud  infulting  mercenary  German^  the  hireling  De- 
fender of  this  Ifle,  ftalking  indignant  and  oppreffive 
thro'  your  Land  and  Cities,  yourfelves  untrufied  with 
Arms,  doomed,  like  the  Slaves  of  Sparta^  to  vjoxk  for 
ihefe  foreign  Soldiers  ? 

If  you  Ihall  ever  become  fo  defpicable  in  the  Opi- 
nion of  m 1  Men,  your  Souls  deemed  unequal  to 

the  Tafk  of  combating  for  your  own  Safety,  what  are 
ye  then  but  heartlefs  Cowards,  a  Race  of  foft,  effemi- 
nate Daftards  I  Oh  ignominious  Thought !  Oh  abje<51 
England  1 

Will  you  then  be  confidered  but  a5  a  People  unfit 
for  War,  to  plow  and  labour,  to  hew  Wood  and  draw 
Water,  for  thofe  whofe  Souls  are  yet  daring  enough  to 
meet  an  Enemy  on  the  Field  of  Battle  ? 

Where  will  then  be  fled  that  martial  Spirit,  which 
animated  the  Souls  of  your  great  Anceftors  at  CreJJy^ 
Poitiers^  and  Agincourt  \  Is  that  Englijl)  Valour  which 
knew  no  Defeat  beneath  the  Command  of  Marlborough^ 
totally  annihilated  ? 

Will  ye  then  permit  in  Silence  thefe  Foreigners  to  be 
bought  to  your  Affiftance  ?  Will  ye  fervilely  iurrender 
yourfelves  and  Liberties  into  their  Hands  for  Protec- 
tion ?  Will  ye  be  the  Slaves  of  German  Mercenaries  ? 

Ye  filken  Sons  of  Pleafure,  roufe  from  your  Le- 
thargy; modeftly  reprefent  to  your  Sovereign  the 
Dangers  of  your  Condition  j  urge  your  Reprefentatives 
to  procure  you  Arms,  which  become  your  Hands  alone, 
for  the  prore(fting  him  and  your  Country  firom  Invafion. 
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Let  your  Navies  prove  that  France  can  be  humbled 
w^ithout  mercenary  Afliftance.  Or  v^^ill  ye  permit  the 
white  Horfe  to  trample  dov^n  the  Sons  of  England  in 
Duft,  Difgrace,  and  Ruin  ?  Shall  the  British  Lion  be 
yoked  to  draw  that  Carr  from  which  he  is  unharnef- 
fed,  to  wanton  in  the  fatteft  Paftures? 

If  even  yonrfelves  and  Liberties  Ihould  be  no  longer 
dear  to  you,  will  you  behold  your  Progeny  enflaved  ? 
Your  Properties  wafted  in  foreign  Wars  and  German  In* 
terefts  ?  Will  ye  not  then  exert  your  native  Powers, 
andfhake  off  that  lazy  Inattention  which  is  ftoln  upon 
you  ? 

Be  attentive,  or  irremediable  Evils  may  ileal  imper- 
ceptibly upon  you  hke  Death  in  old  Age,  when  there 
no  longer  remains  Vigour  to  combat  the  Attack  ;  when 
exhaufted  and  driven  by  mercenary  Bands,  convert- 
ed from  being  your  Defenders  to  your  Enflavers,  you 
are  excluded  from  the  free  expatiating  of  Liberty,  and 
your  Conftitution  driven  into  a  narrow  Compafs,  as  the 
Britons  of  old  ;  and,  treading  on  each  other,  like  wild 
Beafts  in  the  Eaftem  Nations,  furrounded  with  Toils, 
ou  tear  each  other  to  Pieces  with  Rage ;  or  die  tame- 
y  and  fupinely,  expiring  by  the  Darts,  which  are 
thrown  by  mercenary  and  M 1  Huntfmen, 

Nor  is  it  for  you  alone,  my  Countrymen,  my  Bread 
feels  the  anxious  Alarm  ;  the  Welfare  of  that  illuftri- 
ous  Houfe,  which  fills  the  Throne  with  fo  much  Glo« 
ry,  thrills  me  with  Apprehenfion  for  their  Safety, 
What  Behaviour  can  more  probably  wean  the  Hearts 
of  Subjects  from  a  Sovereign,  than  their  being  treated 

fo  ignominioully  by  his  M s  ?  What  Motive  fo  apt 

to  irritate  their  Minds,  as  beholding  their  Treafures  ex- 
haufted to  their  Ruin,  themfelyes  confidered  as  Cow- 
ards, unworthy  to  bear  Arms  in  their  own  Defence^ 
and  contemptuoufly  poftponed  to  G'^r;;^^/// Mercenaries 
by  M Counfellors  ? 

Hiftory  too  fatally  informs  us,  that  theEngliJhhz^t 
been  frequently  driven   to   dangerous  Extremes  by 
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Caufesot  iefs  Moment ;  Let  me  therefore  implorejrou;^ 
if  it   fliould  ever  be  the  abjed  Fate  oi  England  to  be-    | 
come  theSlave  of  (5frm^//y,  urge  not  your  Refentment    j 
beyond  remonftrating,  to  your  Reprcfentatives  and  Sov  -| 
vereigHj  your  defpicaMe  Situation;    vvith-hold  your  "^ 
Hands  from  vindicating  your  own  Rights  ^  point  your 
legal  Defigns  alone  againft  that  M r,  who,  betray- 
ing the  Truft  which  is  committed  to  him  byhts  Ma- 
tter, may  attem{>t  to  endave  you  to  foreign  Hirelings, 
cxhauft  your  Treafnre  by  defending  German  Interefts, 
and  rilk  even  the  Stability  of  that  Crown,  which  it  is 
his.Duty  to  fuftain. 

Will  ye,  degenerate  Men,  behold  Britannia^  like 
Prometheus  chained  to  a  Rock,  whiift  the  German  EagJe 
fe  devouring  herVirals,  and  yield  her  no  Affiftance? 
Believe  me,  the  Momctat  of  that  Cataftrophe  may  not 
be  at  a  great  Diftance-  When  it  arrives  I  fliall  not  fail 
to  give  you  Warning  <rf*  the  Evil :  That  Meflage  muft 
either  prove  the  PaflTing-bell  of  your  expiring  Liberties 
and  Nation's  Glory,  which,  like  Women,  ye  may  fol- 
low to  their  Graves  with  Sighs  and  Tears  unmanly;  or, 
like  the  Sound  of  the  laft  Trumpet,  awaken  to  a  Re- 
tatt^ftion  the  long-d^p^ited  Spirit  of  defending  your- 
ielves,  your  King,  ana  Country, 

Virtu  contra  U furore^ 
Prcndra  /*  arme  &  fia  il  combatfer  'Corto^ 

Che  P  antico  'valore 
Nell  Inglefe  cuor  Hon  e  ancor  morto. 


F    V  -^   I    S. 


